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Children's age range

Category (legislation, policy
document,

scientific paper, report,
dissertation, audio/video )

1-16 years

Sociological research carried out
upon the request of The
Department of National
Minorities and Emigrants under
the Government of the Republic
of Lithuania having signed an
agreement with the Ethnic
Research Center of the Institute
of Social Research

During the research 119 Roma
people (from 16 to 60 years)
have been questioned that
have some work experience or
are looking for a job (the age
of children 16-18 years).

The research of opportunities of
Roma community's integration
was carried out under the
agreement of the Office of
Equal Opportunities
Ombudsmen No LGM-10, June
14, 2007 with the Institute of
Social research




from 6 to 16 years

Science Study

Various

Conference materials




Children's group of school age
(7-16 years)

Doctoral dissertation, Social
sciences, Sociology (05 S)

up to 18 years

Video report of Lithuanian
Children's Fund "Story without
end..." about the situation of
Roma community in Lithuania,
representation in mass media
what circumstances Roma
people experience in our society

up to 18 years

Political document




10 Roma children participated
in the research: 8 children 11-
13 years old and 2 children 16-
17 years old. Seven children
are 5th year pupils, two
children - 7th year pupils and
one child is in the 8th year.
Children learning in the senior
classes are older than their
classmates. Most probably
they started school later and
this fact might have
influenced their adaptation at
school. Children attending
junior forms are of the same
age as their classmates (5th
form). We may presume that
Roma parents take seriously
into consideration children's
education and let their
children attend school since
early age.

Scientific Article

6-18 years

Study - publication




6-18 m. Master Thesis

10-19 years Master Thesis

6-18 years Master Thesis

Doctoral dissertation, Social
sciences, Sociology (05 S)

Master Thesis

Master Thesis




Master Thesis

Law No )V-48 of the Minister of
Culture, January 29, 2015

Document

Website for Roma people




Document

Website for Roma people

Master Thesis

Manual of good practice

Research

6-18 years

Article




During the research the researchers tried to analyse the factors of Roma adaptation and integration

into Lithuanian society's life and to reveal successful factors of socialisation of young Roma (up to 29
years). In order to achieve these aims, social, demographic characteristics of Roma, children's learning
at comprehensive schools and problems related to it have been analysed, Roma people adaptation and
integration into Lithuanian society's life was evaluated.

It was tried to analyse the context of social policy and evaluate Roma situation so that it would be
possible to formulate particular means that would help to reduce Roma exclusion. The main attention in
this research was paid at the issues of Roma work experience, social support, employability.




The Study is assigned for the analysis of expression of social reproduction in Lithuanian education
system, investigating the reasons and the process of Roma children's early dropout in Vilnius city. In the
research the phenomenon has been analysed at several levels. At macro (society's) level the indexes of
education of different generations of Roma ethnic group and their changes during 2001-2011 were
analysed. At micro (individual) level the situation of early dropout was observed analysing the
experience of Roma children from Kirtimai during the forst two years of participation in educaitonal
process. At mezo level (education field) the early dropout of children from education was analysed as a
process in social sphere, i.e. how the strategy of children's behaviour is formed by the interrelation with
other subjects participating in edducation process (parents, teachers, employees of children's rights
institutions, etc.)

The main attention during the conference was paid to the discussion of aims and tasks of the new
strategy of Roma integration in 2014-2020 which is being prepared. Politicians working in the sphere of
Roma integration, state, municipality officers, NGO representatives working with Roma people
discussed four main issues - accommodation, health, employment and education.




The main aim of the presented research - to reveal the reasons and the process of early withdrawal of
Roma children from education system referring to case analysis of Kirtimai village of Vilnius city. The
object of sociological research is the whole of relationship between Roma children participating in
education process and the persons that have to ensure child's right to education. The subject of the
research - early withdrawal from education system - is analysed in the work as the strategy of children's
behaviour, that is formed through interrelation with other subjects participating in education process.

Tendencies of representation of Roma community in mass media




The aim of this article - to reveal peculiarities of socialisation of children that come from Roma families.
In the article the first institution of socialisation of Roma children is discussed - ethnic family, social and
educational problems of Roma children are analysed that have influence upon socialisation of Roma
children; peculiarities of socialisation at school of Roma children are revealed.

In the publication the results of comparative research of Roma children participation in education
system that has been carried out in Vilnius and Ukmerge municipalities are presented. In the research it
was tried to review regional differences of participation of Roma children in education system and to
evaluate the influence of local education field upon children's opportunities to remain in education
system. The main attention in the work was paid to state's contribution to creation of Roma children
welfare evaluating the need for educational help and social services.




To investigate the situation of Roma minority at Lithuanian and EU levels performing comparative
analysis and to reveal what are the reasons of formation of ethnic intolerance as well as to determine
what policies are being implemented with regard to ethnic minorities.

To analyse and compare professional and life expectations of Lithuanian and Roma teenagers and to
prepare educational programme for social educators who work with Lithuanian and Roma teenagers in
X day centre.

To reveal the essential features of folk piety of Vilnius catholic Roma community , to analyse them and
describe.

This work analyses the content of Lithuanian press with regard to ethnic theme. The aim of the research
of the content of Lithuanian press - to reveal what problems, themes, reasons indicate ethnic
intolerance in press texts. The main subject of press research - construction of ethnic intolerance in
Lithuanian press, the content of ethnic intolerance and xenophobia. The main object of the research -
Lithuanian press. The press in this work is understood as a form of public text discourse that involves
printed and electronic press (internet dailies).

To analyse the problem of tolerance in Lithuanian periodicals.

This work analyses the importance of institutional interaction in the process of bidirectional Roma
integration. Bidirectional integration is understood as ability of state institutions to ensure the quality of
services provided to Roma people (the right to participate in economic, social, cultural and political life)
and initiatives to involve Roma people in society without breaking the norms (for instance, in legal,
education spheres). In addition, the impact of the third institutions upon political implementation is
evaluated as these institutions usually become the factor that facilitates and stimulates this process.




To analyse the problems of Roma as ethnical group social integration and situation in education system.

The purpose - to reduce roma discrimination and social isolation, to stimulate Roma participation in

public life, to increase consciousness of Roma community and society's tolerance to Roma ethnic
minority.

To improve the strategy of Roma integration




Suggestions

Description of the project "NGO Network to Enable Roma Community"

To carry out analysis of Lithuanian ethnic policy with regard to Roma people, to reveal the forms of
manifestations of multiculturalism in Lithuanian ethnic policy, to define essential problems of
implemented policy and present suggestions how to solve them.

To perform employment, education, cultural analysis of target groups of recommendations to Lithuania
of UN Women discrimination cancelation committee Article 84, to determine problems, to evaluate the
impact of the used means, to calculate the expenses necessary to implement the means.

In the article the situation of Roma in Lithuanian general education system is evaluated - the general
education of Roma children is reviewed, the level of education, knowledge of Lithuanian language is
evaluated, data about Roma children is presented. Having analysed the context and experiences of
education policy, the examples of positive experience are reviewed in order to be able to get a detailed
view about the initiatives of Roma education. In addition, the problems of Roma participation in
education system are identified. Poor attendance of school and low results are related to the fact that a
part of Roma chidlren start going to school later in comparison with other children. Therefore, early
involvement of children into education system is considered as the main factor that would help to
overcome the tendency when a relatively big part of Roma attend special education isntitutions. This
shows that education system is not able to refer to the needs of Roma families. Pre-school education,
systematic social help and activities of social educator in some cases prove that it is possible to improve
the results and attendace of Roma children. At political level there is no a long-term Roma education
strategy. However, it is important to strenghten schools initiatives to consider individual needs of Roma
children and Roma families. Despite positive contribution of NGOs their activities are not systematic so
purposeful national strategy is essential trying to change the situation of Roma chidlren in education
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participated in the survey (48,6%) state that they have 1-3 children, one fourth (24,3%) - 4 children and a similar
percentage (25,2%) state that they have 5 and more children. More that one third of Roma respondents live in their
own houses or houses that belong to their family members (38,3%) . Another big part is composed by Roma people
that live in houses rented from the municipalities (30,8%). Having generalised the tendencies of change of children's
number at secondary schools during 2000-2008 we may state that although a major part of Roma pupils remains at
primary education stage (1-4 forms) however, this part has reduced by half (52%). Comparing with previous years,
the number of Roma pupils in higher forms (5-7 forms) has relatively increased. However, almost within 10 years
major part of Roma children gets only primary education and overcomes only a part of basic education stage. Basic
and secondary education still remains a challenge. One fifth of Roma respondents have not attended a secondary
school and have not even completed a single year at school. One fourth of Roma respondents went only to primary
school and completed 1-4 years at school. More than one third of Roma attended secondary school but completed
not more than 8 years, in other words, did not get basic education. Only 17,3% of Roma completed 9 or more years
at school. Comparing the age of Roma parents and children when they started to go to school, we may state that
bigger part of children start attending school in time comparing with their parents: 53,7% of Roma parents and
77,3% of their children started going to school at the age of 6-7. Even one third (32,3%) of Roma children younger
than 18 that participated in the research started attending school at the age of 10 or older. This part is relatively very
big comparing with older Roma generations. The problems of involvement in education system at the suitable age
are relevant also to young Roma children. Having evaluated the age of start and end of attending school we may
state that averagely questioned Roma attended school for 6-7 years and completed 5 years. Generalising research
data we may state that more than a half (55,7%) of Roma that participated in the research have not received higher
social status than their parents with regard to their education. The later Roma children start going to school the less
years they complete. During ten years a bigger part of Roma pupils obtain only primary education and overcome only
a part of basic education stage. They usually start going to school at the age of 10. The main reasons that determine
Roma learning difficulties are related to lack of social skills, language barrier and unattendance of school. Majority of
Roma children (69,3%) have not attended any pre-school institutions, rarely get involved in extra-curricular activities -
they feel difficult to develop their social skills that are necessary for adaptation at school. School representatives and
teachers are not likely to recognise that Roma children make an exceptional group with specific needs and at school

The majority (73%) or Roma people state that at present they would like to get employed or change a job, however,
low level of education and illiteracy is a problem not only for older Roma people. More than one fifth of the
questioned Roma people of working age did not attend secondary school and have not completed even one year of
school, more than a half of the respondents went to primary school or completed not more than eights years of
school. Lack of education and exclusion may determine that more than a half of Roma people that participated in the
research indicated that in their opinion there are no job vacancies or they do not know where to look for a job.




The study emphasises the importance of society's social inequality upon early withdrawal from education process;
opportunities of Roma children to participate in education process equally with other children, however, these

essential inequalities were not considered in the investigated education field emphasising ethnic distinction between
majority and minority groups.




General dynamics was characteristic to children's (living in Kirtimai village) participation in education: 1) complicated
involvement of younger children (7-8 years) in education; 2) relatively good children's (9-13 years) participation in
education and 3) early withdrawal from education at the age of 14-16. The needs pf Roma children in educational
process are not exclusive (not characteristic to other children), however, the group of children living in Kirtimai
village is distinguished by abundance of problems regarding participation in education process that require target
social services and close cooperation between education and social workers while providing social help to a family
and individualised educational help to a child. Opportunities to participate in education process of Roma children
were not equal to opportunities of other children but these essential inequalities in the investigated education field
were not considered. In the investigated field the official characters that occupy leading positions did not take the
responsibility to pursue positive changes and the responsibility regarding learning failures was transferred to the
characters who have very little powers - to children emphasising their "unwillingness to learn", diminishing the
importance of the experienced difficulties and emphasising their ethnic exclusion among majority and minority
groups.

Negative tendencies of Roma representation have been noticed

In 2013-2014 18 Roma children were taught according to pre-school education programme (10 of them at Roma
Community Center (hereinafter RCC) in Vilnius), 33 Roma children were taught according to pre-primary education
programme (22 of them at RCC); Roma children are learning at 11 special schools, in total 50 children. The biggest
number of Roma pupils is at Dabikiné special school in Akmené district and Zagareé special school in Joniskis district -
11 children in each. [8] Comparing the number of Roma children learning at special schools with the general number
of Roma pupils in Lithuania, 8,7 % of all Roma pupils are learning at special schools.




Roma children while communicating in a family only with the members of their ethnic group do not have a
possibility to find out how in one or another situation would behave people of other nationalities, therefore in
socialisation process children may take over only certain behaviour models existing in Roma community; Roma
children do not feel isolated at school, they communicate, have friends, have fun with them, try to express
themselves also in extra curricular activities. Roma children have opportunities to socialise not only during formal
classes but also during extra curricular activities trying to express themselves in art or sport. School for Roma
children often is the first formal institution where they can get acquainted with other cultures, however, the attitude
of teachers and their friends towards their ethnic values, life style and other cultural differences may prevent Roma
children from socialisation at school.

During the recent decade in Vilnius city solid changes in children's participation in education system were not made
due to the lack of political power to solve social problems of Roma people living in Kirtimai — according to the data
of 2012, quite a number of Roma children in Vilnius city did not attend school, a part of children was attending not
regularly and absolute majority left education process at an early age and did not get general education. Educational
help and social services were rather limited for Roma children and their families in Vilnius city and the efficiency of
provided services due to objective (big work loads, insufficient financing) and subjective (negative attitude, priority

for other clients) reasons was low.




The results have revealed that the situation of Roma communities in Lithuania and European Union is partly
evaluated negatively. Special exclusion is felt in education sphere where a big part of children of school age do not
attend education institutions or the attendance is low, therefore, the obtained education is weak. Lack of education
also influences lower employment opportunities, poorer economic and social conditions. Majority Roma families live
under insanitary conditions what influences higher mortality.

1. Roma teenagers pay great attention to good interrelationships in community and emphasise the importance of
support of their relatives and close people. Customs and traditions in their community are preserved and passed
from generation to generation as well as tolerance to violence in a family. Roma children attend schools in order to
get minimum skills (reading, writing skills) although majority of them would choose professions that require
education.

2. Although Roma people feel accepted by local people, still they acknowledge that they encounter negative
attitudes, discrimination and stereotypes, while Lithuanians identify them with such social exclusion groups like
addicts, criminals.

3. Life expectations of Roma and Lithuanian youth are similar, however, their perception and opportunities of their
implementation differ. Roma teenagers do not expect to achieve high goals, they imagine ordinary everyday life and

Having analysed the practices of Roma catholic piety it is clear that Roma people do not devote enough time to
children education. Roma children are recommended to follow a special programme that would stimulate their
motivation to learn, would form virtues' system, would help them to get integrated into society.
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intolerance experienced by Roma people, anti-Semitism and Muslims' discrimination) may be applicable to
prevention of ethnic intolerance in Lithuanian media.

Referring to the context of Eastern Europe, and phenomena of intolerance identified here (anti-Semitism,
discrimination of Roma people), the EU experience is important when creating and applying preventive means to
fight with these phenomena in media. According to the data of qualitative research of press content, following the
aspects highlighted in economic, psychological, cultural and political theoretical perspectives, the main presumptions
of ethnic intolerance have been disclosed. In the press the threat from the groups of Roma people, the Jews or
labour migrants is based on economic presumptions regarding the concurrence or mismatch of interests and aims of
these groups, regarding the competition with labour immigrants and regarding the influence of Jews ethnical
group's status or demonstration of power making decisions economically favourable to the Jews, unwillingness of
labour immigrants to integrate. Generalising research data of Lithuanian press content there was made a conclusion

that representation of Roma, Jews, Polish and Russian ethnic groups is entrenched - it has advanced and fixed

representatives is noticed. This is shown by negative reports in media that emphasise criminal activities of Roma
people. In the investigated articles gipsy encampment is mentioned as a center of drug trafficking. In the presented
information there are 48 positions where negative attitude of journalists is felt to this minority. No attention is paid
to the issues of Roma integration into society. Negative presentation of Roma people in media may force people to
think that all Roma people belong to criminal groups and create associations only with representatives of criminal

The process of Roma lobbying does not function in Lithuania. Becoming of Roma policy a part of common EU social
policy may be based on the fact that this minority covers all geographical EU regions, but it differs from other
minorities because it is extra-territorial and multiple with regard to language, traditions and other aspects. In
Lithuania implementation of Roma policy at present is limited by social comments and decisions but not by
arguments grounded by rational choice. This creates favourable conditions for institutional discrimination, for
instance negative public statements of government representatives.




main problems that Roma people encounter in Lithuania are related to the spheres of work, accommodation, health
and public services. These problems were identified in the programme of Roma integration during 2000-2004 and
these problems still exist. In our society Roma people are more identified with a socially problematic group rather
than representatives of a separate nationality. Influential Roma community people usually remain unnoticed, there is
no a single leader. Nowadays the discourse of social integration policy requires a wider definition of Roma issues.
Therefore, it is very important to define and distinguish priority factors that determine implementation and
relevance of Roma policy. The aim of this work was determined by the relevance of Roma education that may
contribute to their integration. The main aim of this work - to analyse social integration of Roma people as an ethnic

* To pay special attention to Roma children pre-school and pre-preimary education in Lithuania.

To keep in touch with parents and to work with parents of potential children. While integrating Roma into general
education system, early involvement of Roma children is rather important - attendance of kindergartens and their
accessibility. In addition, the means of target help must be applied that allow to ensure education process to the
children that do not have sufficient parents' help. Motivation of Roma families to let children go to kindergartens and
schools has also to be supported;

¢ We suggest to involve in Roma integration strategy sets of methodical-visual means that are created for
development of health, cognition, artistic, social competences of children of pre-school and pre-primary age trying to
create equal opportunities for starting the school. Methodical means must be prepared by specialists that know the
problems of bilingualism at this age. Besides, it is necessary to teach educators that work with Roma children. In
addition, the training how to use the prepared set of methodical means has to be organised. Considering the fact
that such means are not prepared yet,although there is an opportunity to apply them in pre-school or pre-primary
classes in Roma community center, the situation is shameful for all educators' community.

* To forsee the means how to complete primary or basic school for the children of different age groups that have
earlier been dropped out of school. Considering their age, to foresee the means how to return them to school or to
teach in an alternative way (externally, distant way, evening school).

¢ To organise classes to develop social skills for different age groups not only in Vilnius city but also in other
Lithuanian cities/towns;

¢ To ensure establishment of teacher's asisstants positions at schools where Roma children are learning not in their
native language in Lithuania, to provide help to the teachers. To finance teacher's asisstants positions from Pupil's
basket;

* To work with teachers, to analyse their negative attitudes towards Roma people referring to analysis of education
system, drawbacks of the system as reasons for an early drop out from the school;

¢ To organise classes in Roma/Lithuanian languages as perception of native language and ability to compare it with
new Lithuanian language helps better to understand its constructs - for this purpose it is necessary to publish means
to learn Roma/Lithuanian languages;

¢ To prepare social pedagogues, to ensure sufficient number of them, to involve children's parents in education

Various information for Roma people




of Lithuania ( Gazette 1991, No. 16-411), the citizens of the Republic of Lithuania, foreign citizens living in Lithuania
and citizens without citizenship have equal rights to social support if not stated differently in laws or international
agreements. People belonging to Roma minority fall into the group of people that require full social support. Social
support to Roma people is provided by Public institution Roma community center. Several years the center takes
part in social event "Food Bank" during which Roma people from Kirtimai village receive necessary food goods
several times per year. Social workers from Roma community center helped Roma people to prepare documents for
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other legal documents we are able to make a conclusion that official course of Lithuanian ethnic policy is directed to
Roma integration although in practice not all the rights of Roma people are ensured and implemented. In case of
Roma integration it is difficult to ensure all rights due to many unsolved social problems as well as due to the
features of a separation model characteristic to Roma community when individuals preserve their culture and avoid
collision with other groups.

The book will be useful to all who would like to start working with a group of children.

Trainings, courses, education, work skills would help to find a job for the 5-9% of women that belong to the
minority. Education opportunities would be increased by free or cheaper education. Opportunities to get health care
services would increase if these services were free or cheaper. 9% of women that belong to minority group would
like better quality of health care services. Financial support and compensations as well as good information system is
important to a big part of women of minority group.

Pre-primary education and systematic help of social educator and social worker approved as a successful practice
that improved attendance and learning results. Practice of several years of Roma Community Center in Kirtimai
village has showed that preparatory classes were one of the most effective means that brought positive changes:
although not much time has passed, the teachers notice that children who attended preparatory classes are better
prepared for school, and do not differ from other chidlren. Social workers and social educators provide indirect but
very important help for the beginners, they are mediators between children's parents and school. Disproportionate
concentration of Roma children is noticed in special schools. The system of special education partly stimulates Roma
parents to let their children attend special schools. It is possible to presume that if the needs of social help were
satisfied in different ways, it would be possible to integarte at least a part of children from special schools into
general education system. The attention should be paid not only to the children taht are in special schools but also to
the children that might be directed to special education schools. Instead of arguing about testing techniques (that
are used to determine if a child is able to attend general education of special education school), much attention
should be paid to pre-school education of Roma children and their preparation for schools as well as to be ready to
provide all necessary help at general schols.




